KAENA'S TASK

(RarnorbJiaram)

INTRODUCTION

THIS one-act play has a tragic note. It might almost be called
' Kama's Tragedy' or ' How Karna drove to his death \ for that seems
to be what is meant.

Kama, the king of Anga, was a son of Kunti, and therefore a half-
brother of the elder Pandavas. During the great battle he was sent out
specially to fight with Arjuna. He feels that against his half-brothers
he cannot do himself justice, that his weapons have lost their force.

Siirya (the sun) was Kama's father, and Karna was born with
armour and golden ear-rings. In the third book of the Mahabharata
(Medians 300-310 Kutidala-haritna-parvan) we are told that Surya
appeared to Karna in a dream and warned him not to give away his
armour and ear-rings, which made him Invincible, if Indra should come
in the guise of a brahman and ask for them. Karna says he will give
them; better to die than to injure his reputation by a refusal. Then
Surya warns him he should at least get the unfailing lance in return.
Indra (310) appears and demands the armour and ear-rings. Karna
agrees if he gets the magic lance. This will kill only one enemy.1 He
hacks the armour off his body. The eighth book of the Great Epic is
called the Karnapawan. Karna takes over the chief command of the
Kuru army. He undertakes to fight with Arjuna, if Salya will drive
his car.

Salya dislikes this subordinate position, but agrees provided he may
say what he likes to Karna.

Salya and Karna mount the car and drive against the foe (38),
They have a long quarrel.

6alya points out evil omens, and shows him Arjuna and Krishna in
the fight. Kama fights with the Pancalas and kills five of them,
Yudhishthira stuns Karna, but Karna disarms him, captures him, and
lets him go with scornful words, The battle rages with varied fortunes.
Finally (86 onwards) Karna and Arjuna come together for their duel,
and Arjuna (91) shoots his head off.

1 In yii. 179, Karna uses up the lance to Krishna's glee in killing Grhatotkaea,